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COVID-19 AND OTHER IMPORTANT UPDATES 

To:   NJSIAA Member Schools 

From: Colleen Maguire, Chief Operating Officer 

Date: October 27, 2020 

RE: NJSIAA October Update  

 

Overview: 

 

We are past the mid-way point of the fall season.  I want to thank you all for your hard work, your patience 

and your professionalism during increasingly difficult circumstances.  The level of teamwork that is going 

in to pulling off the fall season is far beyond what any of us ever imagined would be necessary.  You are 

all modeling a valuable life lesson for our student-athletes in real time – the importance of teamwork and 

persistence in order to be successful.  I am confident that someday these student-athletes will pay it forward 

and continue to model these qualities for the next generation. 

 

On behalf of everyone at the NJSIAA, we thank you for all that you are doing to engage our student-athletes 

and to provide them with a sense of normalcy during these difficult times. 

 

Fall Season Updates: 

 

G Tennis 

G Tennis can continue to schedule matches up to Sunday, November 22nd, but must stay within the 15-

match regular season maximum.  The regular season maximum does not include any matches played in the 

NJSIAA post-season tournament.   

 

Field Hockey and B/G Soccer 

Seeding is scheduled for Thursday, November 5th. As with G Tennis, regular season games can continue to 

be played until Sunday, November 22nd, but must stay within the 15-game regular season maximum.  The 

regular season maximum does not include any games played in the NJSIAA post-season tournament.   

 

Please note that officials’ chapters have been instructed that NJSIAA post-season games are to receive 

priority when assigning games.   

 

Cross-Country 

The south cross-country sectional meet has been moved from Delsea High School to Dream Park 

(Gloucester County).  New for 2020, two non-public sectional meets are being held – Oak Ridge Park 

(Union Co.) and Garrett Mountain (Passaic Co.).   
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Football 

The following two updates were recently shared with representatives on the Football Leagues & 

Conferences committee. 

 

1. Thanksgiving Day football games – any games scheduled after Week 8 (i.e. Thanksgiving Day 

games) can be played through Thanksgiving weekend.  This means that these games can be 

played on Thursday, Friday, Saturday or Sunday of Thanksgiving weekend.  Therefore, the last 

day for any NJSIAA member school to play a football game is Sunday, November 29th.  These 

games are beyond the scope of the NJSIAA-season, so the game must be approved by the school 

district but can be a 9th game for any team participating. 

2. Sub-varsity games – these games can be scheduled through Week 7 and Week 8, regardless if 

the game will exceed the 6-game regular season maximum.  So, the last day for a JV or Freshman 

game to be played is Sunday, November 22nd, and a sub-varsity team can exceed 6-games played. 

 

Season 2 Planning: 

 

NJSIAA staff and members of the Sports Advisory Task Force are continuing to meet regularly to discuss 

the current plans for Season 2.  NJSIAA is also in regular communications with representatives in both the 

Governor’s office and NJ Department of Health (NJ DOH) to monitor the current health indicators.  

NJSIAA decision-making continues to be short-term as there are too many variables that may impact long-

term decisions. Rushing to make long-term decisions will lead to unintended consequences. Therefore, we 

must all stay mindful that our plans are fluid and plans or dates will always be subject to change – patience 

and persistence are required. 

 

Facility concerns – NJSIAA Assistant Directors are currently soliciting feedback on the availability of 

third-party facilities and the potential impact that could have on the Season 2 sports.  These facilities are all 

subject to limitations as prescribed under Executive Order No. 187 and NJSIAA will continue to stay 

abreast of any potential updates.   

 

Sports Advisory Task Force – The Sports Advisory Task Force will be meeting weekly during November 

to continue to assess the plans for Season 2 based on feedback from both the Governor’s office and NJ 

DOH.  Any changes or modifications to Season 2 will be posted as timely as possible, but no later than 

Friday, November 20.  

 

Medical Advisory Task Force – The Medical Advisory Task Force will be meeting in early November to 

discuss additional COVID-19 modifications for the sports scheduled to be played during Season 2.  They 

will have final COVID-19 modifications available prior to the Thanksgiving holiday week.   

 

Season 2 Transfers: 

 

Here is a summary of how transfers are to be treated during Season 2: 

 

1. Any student-athlete that is subject to a transfer sit-period will be eligible for participation on 

Monday, January 11, 2021 (this is a student-athlete who transferred prior to March 16, 2020 and 

had varsity participation at the prior school.)   

2. Any student-athlete that transferred between March 16, 2020 and November 1, 2020 is not subject 

to the transfer sit-period.   

3. If a student-athlete transfers after November 1, 2020, the student-athlete shall be ineligible to 

participate for a period of 30 calendar days, or one half of the maximum number of games being 

played, whichever is less.  Please note a bona fide change of address is not relevant for a transfer 

that occurs after November 1, 2020. 
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2019 - 2020 Annual Business Meeting: 

Last April, the Executive Committee officers postponed the May 2020 Annual Business meeting.  A 

proposal was submitted to the Executive Committee at its October 14th meeting to host this meeting 

virtually.  The proposal was endorsed by the Program Review committee and passed unanimously on first 

reading. The proposal will undergo a second reading at the November 11th Executive Committee meeting.   

Below are the key highlights of the proposal: 

1. Virtual Sectional meetings will be held on Tuesday, December 1st, at 6:00 p.m. and Wednesday, 

December 2nd, at 1:00 p.m.  Registration information and details will be sent closer to the 

scheduled meeting dates.  The meetings will be open to anyone interested in attending either 

meeting so you can register for whichever meeting better fits your schedule. 

2. Ballots will be mailed to principals of all member schools immediately following the December 9th 

Executive Committee meeting. 

3. The 2019-2020 virtual Annual Business meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 6th, 2021 

at 11:00 a.m.  Registration information and meeting details will be sent closer to the scheduled 

meeting date.  (The issue that will be considered at the annual meeting is whether the Constitution 

should be amended to permit a state championship in football.) 

4. Only member schools that are in good standing will be permitted to cast a ballot.  To be a member 

in good standing, a school must have paid its annual dues (or have them approved under a purchase 

order awaiting processing) and submitted its Board resolution card. 

5. Ballots will be accepted via email, fax or mail.  All ballots must be signed and post-marked no later 

than Friday, January 8th, 2021.  The voting results will be announced at the January 13th Executive 

Committee meeting.   

 

2020 - 2021 Annual Business Meeting: 

 

Due to the timing of completing the 2019 – 2020 legislative process, the dates for the 2020 – 2021 legislative 

process are being slightly modified.  A proposal was submitted to the Executive Committee at its October 

14th meeting to modify all deadlines and the annual meeting date.  The proposal was endorsed by the 

Program Review committee and passed unanimously on first reading.  The proposal will undergo a second 

reading at the November 11th Executive Committee meeting. 

 

Below are the key highlights of the proposal: 

1. The deadline for legislation proposals is January 15th. 

2. The Advisory Committee will meet the first week in February. 

3. Two Sectional meetings will be held in March or April. 

4. The 2020-2021 Annual Business meeting will be on Monday, June 7, 2021. 

 

Legislation proposals must be submitted to Kim DeGraw-Cole (kcole@njsiaa.org).  No proposal should be 

submitted to any other Director in the office.  Also, the proposal must be submitted in a form that clearly 

identifies the changes to any existing Bylaw or Rule and Regulation or must clearly indicate where 

the proposal would be inserted into an existing Bylaw or Rule and Regulation.  Memos, spreadsheets 

or summaries will not be accepted. 
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Amendment to Covid-19 Protocols: 

 

On September 2, 2020, NJSIAA issued its “COVID-19 Protocols” to assist schools deciding how COVID-

19 positive tests or exposures should be handled during the fall 2020 season.  NJSIAA cited the NJ DOH 

definition of “close contact” in those protocols.  On October 23, 2020, the NJ DOH adopted a new definition 

of “close contact,” regarding the length of time associated with exposure and the time interval to assess the 

potential exposure that can result in transmission.  The new definition is reproduced below.  The COVID-

19 Protocols document will be amended and distributed prior to the start of Season 2. 

 

Close Contact: Someone who was within 6 feet of an infected person for a cumulative total 

of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period starting from two days before illness onset 

(or, for asymptomatic patients, two days prior to test specimen collection) until the time 

the patient is isolated. 

 

 

 

   


